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Sensory 
Function 

Vision Audition 

 

Olfaction 

Somatosensation  

Vestibular Balance Taste 

 

Auditory Processing 
Hearing Loss  

Hearing Threshold 
Middle Ear Function 

 

Vestibularocular reflex  
Vestibulospinal function 

Central involvement 
 

Pain 
Proprioception 
Temperature 

Texture 
Touch 

Stereognosis 

Preference Intensity 
Bitter Perception  
PROP Sensitivity 

 

Odor Identification 
Olfactory Sensitivity 

 

Visual Acuity  Function 
Visual  Function HRQL  

Peripheral Vision 



all touch and 
proprioception  

 

 awareness of  
body parts  

 

direct interface 
with objects and 
the environment.  

For Toolbox, ósomatosensationô = 



Issues in 

SOMATOSENSATION 

MEASURES 
are clinical 

tools for 
populations 
who have 
disorders 

Å  

 



measures 

were 

designed for 

adults; we 

need to make 

them child 

friendly 

Issues in 

SOMATOSENSATION 



ÅOversample young [3-15 years] 

ÅOversample old [above 70 years] 

ÅFind out what instructions/ procedures are 

sensitive to age and background 

Tryouts 



Current list of Measures 
ÅPAIN 
ïPROMIS short: Visual Analog Scale for Pain 

ïBody Part for Pain 

ÅTEMPERATURE 
ïHeat Perception 

ÅTOUCH 
ïBottom of Foot touch 

ïTwo point discrimination 

ÅTOUCH DISCRIMINATION 
ïTexture Discrimination 

ïStereognosis 

ÅPROPRIOCEPTION 
ïWrist Position Sense 

ïReaching Test 



PROMIS Short Form for Pain  

©2008 PROMIS Health Organization 

and PROMIS Cooperative Group  

Please respond to each item by marking one box per row. 

In the past 7 daysé [5 pt Likert scale] 
 

ÅHow much did pain interfere with your enjoyment of life? 
 

ÅHow much did pain interfere with your ability to concentrate? 
 

ÅHow much did pain interfere with your day to day activities? 
 

ÅHow much did pain interfere with your enjoyment of 

recreational activities? 
 

ÅHow much did pain interfere with doing your tasks away from 

home (e.g., getting groceries, running errands)? 
 

ÅHow often did pain keep you from socializing with others? 



Body Part for Pain 
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In the last week, have you had any pain? 

 noé..STOP 

 yes>>> 

 Show me where on this picture. 

 

 Show me how much pain. 

No pain---------------------------------severe pain Score sheet 



Represents approximately 50% of sample 

N=67 
Oct 08 



Measuring pain with 3-5 

year olds isé 

échallenging! 



Heat Perception Test 



 

 

 

Comparison of Temperature ratings and time across ages 
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Bottom of Foot Test 
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Comparison of  

foot areas & filaments 
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Two Point Discrimination 

Evaluates the 

integrity and 

awareness of 

receptor 

fields 

www.alimed.com/.../products/full/5031_d.jpg  



Tactile Discrimination Test 

Carey, Oke &  

Matyas, 1997. 


